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B5C BRIEFING | 13 JuNg 1938

1. The USSR's new foviet Yoreigm Winister, Dmitri Shepilor,
who will be the ranking foreign guest at Bgypt's 18 Jome ceolebration
of the British svacustien of Suss, will thereafter make stats visits
to Syris snd Lebanon and an apoMcia)l stop at Athess pomaward-bound.

A, Shepilov's visit to Cairo will have & drsmtic bagk-
drép~~the first public display et gsoviet bloc military egquip-
ment is Egypt. '

{3} Shepilov, whe last sumser mﬂ the way for Egypt'=
parghasy of Bloc arws, will agais m the UYRER's offer te
finnnos the Aswan high dem.

| 5. Shepilov will visit Syris on 22 Jume. The Syrisa

\ | asting dirvector of political affairs told our ambsswador om

\ $ June that he expects Shepilov to sake & dramatic pro~-aArah

{ gosture while in ths ares and mentioned the 1ivelihood that the
1 PSSR wonld abortly proposs neogotintion of & Palesiine settliement
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(1) Lebanese premier Al-Yafi has publicly stated that
during Ehepilov’s visit "important discussions” would take
place dealiag with "the Pulestinme gqeestion in particular,
and the nscessity of finding a sstisfactory solution to it
is favor of its Arab ishabitants."

B. Thess Arab countries probably ars deiag some wishful
thinking regarding the extent to which Moscow will support their
dommads in the Mlestine disputs. The USER's immediate sims-——
to kesp the Fest from imtervenisg in the Arab-Isrueli dispute
Plished. Accordiagly, Shepilov probably will restrict himself
te censslidating influsace slresdy grimed with the Arabsm,
establishing closer coordination and perships touting further
“srade and sid”,

2. Boviet sabsssador Bergeyev has informed the Greek Government
that Shepiloy hkoped to siop inm Athens on his returs from the Arab
states, sccording to press reports, and the Greek government has
stated it Aas wo objection to an visit,

A. Shepilov will probadbly take this opportusity to offer
soonomic ald to the Gresks, as well as to reiterate joviet
support on the Cyprus isswe.

&. US Ewbaney commonted in late WAy that Soviet cowrtship
of Greovce nd receatly gained comsiderable momsutum, with spproaches
in 811 sectors--political, scomomieal sad cultaral.

(1) The Esbassy believes recent iatersal sconcuic develop-

ments have weikened Groesk will te remist Soviet M
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